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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Jeyachandran et al., (6,567,176) 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. 
Based upon the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome 
either by a showing under 37 CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in 
the reference was derived from the inventor of this application and is thus not the 
invention "by another," or by an appropriate showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

As per claim 1, Jeyachandran et al., teach an image forming apparatus 
comprising: 

voice recognition means for recognizing entered voice; acceptance means for 
accepting a start request to start operation of said voice recognition means; output 
means for outputting prescribed output information; and output discriminating means for 
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determining whether said output means is currently producing an output; wherein if said 
acceptance means has accepted the start request during the output of the output 
information by said output means, said voice recognition means starts recognition of the 
entered voice after said output means suspends the output of the output information 
(Col.39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 

As per claim 2, Jeyachandran et al., teach the apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising: receiving means for receiving the output information; and storage 
means for storing output information received by said receiving means following the 
suspension of the output of the output information by said output means (Col.39, line 42 
- Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 

As per claim 3, Jeyachandran et al., teach the apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the output is a printout (Col. 14, lines 36-55). 

As per claim 4, Jeyachandran t al., teach an image forming apparatus 
comprising: voice recognition means for recognizing entered voice; voice-recognition 
discriminating means for determining whether said voice recognition means is currently 
performing voice recognition; printing means for printing prescribed print information; 
printing discriminating means for determining whether said printing means is currently 
printing; receiving means for receiving the print information; and storage means for 
storing the print information; wherein if said receiving means has received another print 
information during voice recognition by said voice recognition means, said storage 
means stores the another print information; and after all another print information has 
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been stored in said storage means, said printing means prints said another print 
information (Col. 39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - CoL50, line 51). 

As per claim 5, Jeyachandran et al., teach the apparatus according to claim 4, 
further comprising display means for notifying of the receiving state by lighting of a lamp 
or by a screen display, which includes a liquid crystal screen, when said receiving 
means is receiving the print information in a case where said voice recognition means is 
performing voice recognition (Col. 39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col. 50, 
line 51). 

As per claim 6, Jeyachandran et al., teach the apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said receiving means receives the print information, which includes image data, 
via a telephone line or network(Col.39, line 42 - CoL40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col. 50, 
line 51). 

As per claim 7, Jeyachandran et al., teach the apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein after said voice recognition means has completed performing voice recognition, 
said printing means prints the print information that has been stored in said storage 
means (Col. 39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 

As per claim 8, Jeyachandran et al., teach the apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said printing discriminating means discriminates that printing is in progress 
during all processing relating to printing in extending from counting the number of 
originals prior to printing by said printing means until it becomes possible to perform the 
next printing operation, inclusive of sorter actuation, following printing (Col. 39, line 42 - 
Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 
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As per claim 9, Jeyachandran et al., teach the apparatus according to claim 4, 
wherein said voice-recognition discriminating means determines that voice recognition 
is in progress up to voice recognition processing that includes talk-back of results of 
voice recognition (Col. 39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 

As per claim 10, Jeyachandran et al., teach an image forming method in an 
image forming apparatus having voice recognition means for recognizing entered voice 
and output means for outputting prescribed output information, said method, comprising: 
an output discriminating step of determining whether said output means is currently 
producing an output; an acceptance step of accepting a start request to start operation 
of said voice recognition means; a suspending step of suspending the output of the 
output information by said output means if the start request has been accepted during 
output of the output information by said output means; and a voice recognition step of 
starting voice recognition of the entered voice after output by said output means has 
been suspended (Col.39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 

As per claim 1 1 , Jeyachandran et al., teach the method according to claim 10, 
wherein said image forming apparatus further has storage means for storing output 
information, said method further comprising: a receiving step of receiving the output 
information; and a storing step of storing, in said storage means, output information 
received following suspension of the output of the output information by said output 
means (Col.39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 
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As per claim 12, Jeyachandran et al., teach the method according to claim 11, 
further comprising an output step of outputting the output information, which has been 
stored in said storage means, after said voice recognition means has completed 
performing voice recognition (CoL39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col. 50, 
line 51). 

As per claim 13, Jeyachandran et al., teach the method according to claim 10, 
wherein the output is a printout (Col. 14, lines 36-55). 

As per claim 14, Jeyachandran et al., teach an image forming method in an 
image forming apparatus having voice recognition means for recognizing entered voice, 
printing means for printing prescribed print information and storage means for storing 
print information, said method comprising: a voice-recognition discriminating step of 
determining whether said voice recognition means is currently performing voice 
recognition; a printing discriminating step of determining whether said printing means is 
currently printing; a receiving step of receiving the print information; a storing step of 
storing the print information in said storage means if the print information has been 
received during printing of the print information by said printing means or during voice 
recognition by said voice recognition means; and a printing step of printing the print 
information after all print information has been stored in said storage means (Col. 39, 
line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col. 50, line 51). 

As per claim 15, Jeyachandran et al., teach the method according to claim 14, 
further comprising a display step of notifying of the receiving state by lighting of a lamp 
or by a screen display, which includes a liquid crystal screen, when the print information 
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is being received in a case where said voice recognition means is performing voice 
recognition (Col.39, line 42 - Col.40 t line 8, CoL49, line 50 - Col. 50, line 51). 

As per claim 16, Jeyachandran et al., teach the method according to claim 14, 
wherein said receiving step receives the print information, which includes image data, 
via a telephone line or network (Col.39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col. 50, 
line 51). 

As per claim 17, Jeyachandran et al., teach.the method according to claim 14, 
wherein said printing discriminating step discriminates that printing is in progress during 
all processing relating to printing in a period extending from counting of number of 
originals prior to printing by said printing means until it becomes possible to perform the 
next printing operation, inclusive of sorter actuation, following printing (Col.39, line 42 - 
Col.40, line 8, Col.49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 

As per claim 18, Jeyachandran et al., teach the method according to claim 14, 
wherein said voice-recognition discriminating step determines that voice recognition is 
in progress up to voice recognition processing that includes talk-back of results of voice 
recognition (Col.39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, CoL49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 

As per claim 19, Jeyachandran et al., teach a program for causing a computer to 
control an image forming apparatus having voice recognition means for recognizing 
entered voice and output means for outputting prescribed output information, said 
program comprising: an output discriminating procedure for determining whether said 
output means is currently producing an output; an acceptance procedure for accepting a 
start request to start operation of said voice recognition means; a suspending procedure 
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for suspending output of the output information by said output means if the start request 
has been accepted during output of the output information by said output means; and a 
voice recognition procedure for starting voice recognition of the entered voice after 
output by said output means has been suspended (Col. 39, line 42 - Col.40, line 8, 
Col.49, line 50 - Col.50, line 51). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached form PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vijay B. Chawan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7601. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday Through Friday 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on (571) 272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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